On The FOOD Front

- THEFEASTIS ONI BY McTAVISH

o The Scotsman Visits the
Patisserie Boissiere in Carmel

sk envelops Menaterey
County in bong skadiow
fingers thar slawly elois 1o
form the black fist af night. Acnoss
the vast span of darkness comes &
provwlimg, comes & groanisg. &
anguished primordinl scumds plerce
the calm fabric of reality. Listen
closely! It's the MeTavish
stamach, s hungry and desperain
creabare with wery listhe im the
way of social skills. Fornanagely
my usual eodilecs hied mssigned
me bo review Faiinerie
Boissiere, a fixbore in the
dewmiown af Carmal-b
ourism for
an
astounding
15 years,
The
resisurani
knd duyiime
cafs wny
originally
run by tha
olleres,
unitill they
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& perithed ina
®  coraccident |2
® - years ago. Since
then, it has bean
managed by the
NEW OWnhET
Magdy lbmham
and overseen by
t'u‘l'p'ﬂl?il]l]!- ot
Crare
s Williamsan.
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Carenel] to et my
data. It seemed like
B grand oppomingy
[0 renew B

riendihap with Beme Maire ~ since
ihe stmbate of limitSong on our el
&  feud had expired. [n no ime we'd
g commandeered a table in the
comer of the old-myle conags
with slanted roaf, and given
the select merm our carefil
serutiny. I'd negined & light
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* dietetic meal, but fe bad
®  someshing else In soare that
- evening. My first request was
*  for the French onbon soup
gratines ($4.75). My mouth Is
walering retroactively, since the

[
.
&  quest for the kaly grail of anlion
® g Soups has obheesaed mast af my
& adul ife, It seeres odd io base

& 3oup around the lowly eaion, which is
eisentially mn pccent, B mene favariag for
ather food, | maan, when was the |ast time
you sipped & garlic sowap, & salas soup, or e
horseradish soup? Amywey, the sppesl of
French aailon joup, as epdlomined by the
superb pne | ingested that night, |s the
ceanblration of malted cheese and bread
crusted over o crock fllled with anloss
cooiped in & beef broth. Yes, B's &
complex, almest synergistic cresticn
whoss poleney ralses an gach one of its
ingredients. Make sure 10 sampis che
Baidsern version, because 7's one of tie
specinlibes of the house.

Bette crossed her shapely gams and
ardersd the plaie of six mushrooms

#uifed with spinach; esingo cheese, gariic
and shallots ($4.%5). Using my standard =
“Hey is that Cling aver there™ = line, |
wad abls o pry a “shrodm off her fock,
and cos vouch that i wid & lasty little
sucker, Meed | mention we wers drinking
red wine the whole time? Yes, | was
snorkeling aromsd in n glass of 1996 Les
Jamelles cabemet sauvignon. 1t was aaloy,
fruicy and quite & smooth blend, Bests
contented hersedl with s 1997 Bogle
merlol Ak Bogle., Pt a nemal [0 waa o
trifte young and needed 10 breathe {Bvper-
ventilate achually), bui the Boghe still had
zn ample body which soce develaped Imio
& fisdl-Mgured taste,

McTavish has always been & Siead 1
the sheep, 5o for my entree [ choge the
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find it in THE SUN'S classitieds and service directo

shepierd s ple (510,953, I was excellent.
Though-once |*d bresched the luxarious
topping of mashed potatces baled fo s
criip, | found if 1o be closer io & stew
Inzide. (By my definltion, & phe is modst,
yes, but essentlally dry, whibe a sew I
more akin 1o 8 dense snd congealed soup.)
Aryway, excavating the ground beef and
vegetables in a bacon and wine senes wia
wiell woeth i1 Befte tried the salmon baked
im parchment paper ($14.95). She boved
every biie ol that tender pank fisk,
surrounded by vegembies and ries,
Bllowiag only & minor amoanl of salman
1y e howdliced by Coaptais Mo Tavishe I you
wire wondering, the parchment paper
tested to me bke asy otser parchmen!
paper you might eat ot Kinkos

Antizpation colored our faces and the
air grew thin, We were approaching the
surmimit of our gestronomic expedition =
desser| Since the cafe iz rencwned for
pasiries snd dessarts, it would take
sobriety, patbence and a keen inveliect po
make the right cholce, 5o [ waa ordered ta
remiain al the ble while Bette surveyed
the epticas. 'l never anderestirmate that
mood-pwinging minx again, for she choss
ke chocolate caramel toese with walsiits
ind Ereil Sream. Though [ wouldn't
recognize u dorie I i fedl from the sky and
|anded on my bulbous hoaker, that wa
one spectacular dessert. We fought over
our slice iooth snd nell wmiil [ secaned the
final bile. A biterswest viclory bowever,
fand I8 re=triggered the odd fead between
Beete and 1. She whispered tome in
parting: “Men are from Deiroit, Women
are from Cleveland ™ Ahb, but such i the
price a food critie must pay

For an evenlag of obd world charm, be
wore ba visie the Patlsserle on jiz 35
BRAIVTEATY.

(Parieserie Boireiere server fwach and
dianer, Enrravs 310 10 $15. 614-5008 On
Mirrion, bereeen Ocean A verar and
Severeh in Carmel )

Elegy for 0" Kane's

A longtima reader asked il 1°d commer
om ithe closing of 0" Kane's Irish pub on
Sunday, September 1 3t Yes, MeTavish
spent many a night in 0'Kane's between
19594 aisd 1997 — wih fellonw miisdcains,
arthamns and chesssparing scoundrely
After gigs, classes and theater rehearsals,
the ranlcs of the Eraga] would file s 1
{eest on their legendary 10 pom, half-
prized mena Mo ong ever claimed the
food was gourmet=quality, bt the portion
were large, (e prica was right, and
friendly servers lfos Annie and Serah
mads you Feel right a hemne. Sadly, for a
hemst thee last year O Kane's has been
leandering [ike a torpedoed bamleship in
the swells of a storm. 1t all bagan when
the amlable servers and barenders jumps
ahilp, them the food quality sank and the
prices rose — making the kall-price menu
seem overpriced and the regular menu
seem downsight abward, Though my visie
became: rare, MeTavish did visit the pub
on Prescod the very Saturday before it
closed, unaware of what was 1o ransplre
There was the smell of defest [n the sir,
‘Worse, there was the smell of a burst
sewer pips in the air. Woefully
e=derstalfed, O°Kane's lone English
waitress ran about like an Edgewster
Emporium captive chicken with jts head
cut off, By that point, their eecn prowd
selections of beed stew and chicken pod pl
wirs redueced b a viscows and fetid gumd
of dark, mysbery mveats interlaced with
vegemblies that could be earkan-dated
Back to the pre-Cambrian ags,

Thankfislly, the pext day Dick O°Kane
had the courage 10 pul the woinded beast
out of iz misery, McTavizh thanks the
establehment for the fond memories, asd
gives a heary pal om the kead to the brave
empleyess wha remadned on deck during
the final yphoon Excelsior!
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